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Decree of General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine of the
People’s Republic of China

No. 119

The Supervisory and Administrative Measures on
Inspection and Quarantine of Import Solid Wastes Used
as Raw Materials as adopted at the ministerial meeting
of the General Administration of Quality Supervision,
Inspection and Quarantine of the People’s Republic of
China on May 26, 2009, are hereby promulgated and
shall enter into force as of November 1, 20009.

Minister
August 21, 2009
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Supervisory and Administrative Measures on
Inspection and Quarantine of Import Solid Wastes
Used as Raw Materials

Chapter | General Provisions

Article 1 With a view to strengthening the inspection,
quarantine, supervision and administration of import
solid wastes used as raw materials, as well as protecting
the environment, these Measures are formulated in
accordance with the provisions of the Law of the
People's Republic of China on Import and Export
Commodity Inspection and its Regulations on
Implementation, the Frontier Health and Quarantine
Law of the People's Republic of China and its Specific
Rules for Enforcing, the Law of the People's Republic
of China on the Entry and Exit Animal and Plant
Quarantine and its Regulations on Implementation, the
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Law of the People’'s Republic of China on the
Prevention and Control of Environmental Pollution by
Solid Wastes and other relevant laws and regulations.

Article 2 These Measures shall apply to the inspection,
quarantine, supervision and administration of import
solid wastes used as raw materials (hereinafter referred
to as waste materials).

Article 3 The General Administration of Quality
Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (hereinafter
referred to as AQSIQ) shall take principal charge of
inspection, quarantine, supervision and administration
of import waste materials.

The entry-exit inspection and quarantine authorities
established by AQSIQ in various localities (hereinafter
referred to as the inspection and quarantine authorities)
shall be in charge of the inspection, quarantine,
supervision and administration of import waste
materials under their jurisdictions.

Article 4 The State shall apply the registration system to
foreign suppliers and domestic consignees of import
waste materials. Foreign suppliers and domestic
consignees shall have obtained registration before
signing a trade contract.

34



Article 5 The State shall apply pre-shipment inspection
system to import waste materials. When applying for
inspection, consignees shall provide the pre-shipment
inspection certificate issued by the inspection and
quarantine authorities or the inspection bodies
designated by AQSIQ.

The inspection and quarantine authorities shall,
according to laws and regulations, conduct inspection
and quarantine on import waste materials upon their
arrival.

Article 6 AQSIQ shall apply risk assessment and
early-warning and notification system concerning
inspection and quarantine to import waste materials.
Chapter Il Registration of Foreign Suppliers
Article 7 AQSIQ shall be in charge of acceptance,
review and approval of registration applications from

foreign suppliers.

Article 8 A foreign supplier applying for registration
shall satisfy the following conditions:

8.1 having legal business qualification confirmed by its
country(region);
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8.2 having fixed office premises;

8.3 being familiar with and abide by the laws,
regulations and rules of China on inspection and
quarantine, as well as environmental protection;

8.4 having the certification of 1SO9001 Quality
Management System, and/or RIOS System, etc.;

8.5 ensuring that its goods conform to the mandatory
requirements of China’s technical specifications related
to safety, health and environment protection, which
correspond to the catalog of waste materials applied for
registration;

8.6 having comparatively stable supply sources, and
quality control measures on environmental protection
for supply sources;

8.7 having no serious quality problems relating to safety,
health and environment protection in the previous 3
years; and

8.8 being capable of applying for registration and
pre-shipment inspection online, equipped with
radioactivity detection and other corresponding facilities
and having inspection capability.
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Avrticle 9 A Foreign supplier shall provide the following
documents upon application for registration:

9.1 Application Form for Registration;

9.2 notarized tax registration documents and notarized
business registration documents if available;

9.3 descriptions of the organizational structure,
divisions and their responsibilities;

9.4 the floor dimension plan of fixed office premises,
the floor plan of processing field if there is a processing
field, and video files or 3 or more photos fully
demonstrating the actual conditions of the foresaid sites;

9.5 certificates of 1SO9001 Quality Management
System or RIOS System(color copy) and relevant
operation guidance; and

Documents submitted shall be in Chinese or
Chinese/English version.

Article 10 AQSIQ shall handle respectively the

registration application from foreign suppliers in the
following circumstances:
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10.1 Where application documents are not complete or
not in conformity with the statutory format, the
applicant shall receive, on the spot or within five days, a
one-for-all notification on what to be supplemented or
corrected. If no notification is given within the time
limit, the application shall be deemed to be accepted as
of the date of the reception of the application documents;
or

10.2 The application shall be accepted, where
application documents are complete and in conformity
with the statutory format, or the applicant has submitted
the supplemented and corrected application documents
according to the requirements of AQSIQ.

Article 11 AQSIQ shall establish a review panel to
conduct review in written form within 10 days from the
date of receiving the registration application from the
foreign supplier. The time for review shall be excluded
in the calculation, but shall be notified to the applicant
in written form.

The review panel shall make a conclusion after
completion, and submit a review report to AQSIQ.

Article 12 AQSIQ shall make a decision on whether to
approve the registration application within 10 days after
receiving the review report.
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AQSIQ shall approve the registration of the qualified
applicant and issue the registration certificate.
Regarding the unqualified applicant, AQSIQ shall reject
the application and inform the reasons in written form,
and notify the applicant his/her rights to apply for
administrative ~ reconsideration  or  bring an
administrative lawsuit.

Period of validity for the Registration Certificate of
Foreign Suppliers of Import Waste Materials is 3 years.

Article 13 Where any registered item changes, foreign
suppliers shall apply for alteration to AQSIQ within 30
days from the date of change, and submit relevant
documents:

13.1 documents set out in Article 9.1 and 9.2 in case the
name or legal representative changes;

13.2 documents set out in Article 9.1, 9.2 and 9.4 in
case the address changes.

If foreign suppliers need to add new categories of waste
materials, they shall submit to AQSIQ documents
related to the new categories, set out in Article 9.1 and
9.5 of these Measures.
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Article 14 AQSIQ shall make a decision whether to
approve the registration alteration application within 20
days after receiving it from foreign suppliers.

Article 15 A foreign supplier shall reapply for
registration to AQSIQ in case both its name and legal
representative change.

Article 16 A Foreign supplier, in case a renewal of
registration is desired, shall apply to AQSIQ at least 90
days before the registration certificate expires, and
submit documents set out in Article 9.1, 9.2 and 9.4 of
these Measures, and a report on supply status within the
validity of certificate.

Article 17 AQSIQ shall make a decision whether to
approve the renewal of registration within 90 days after
receiving the application.

Chapter 111 Registration of Domestic Consignees

Article 18 Inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ shall be in charge of accepting, reviewing
and approving the registration application from
domestic consignees under their jurisdictions.

Article 19 A domestic consignee shall satisfy the
following conditions upon applying for registration:
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19.1 having legal qualifications for import and export
business;

19.2 having fixed office premises;

19.3 being familiar with and abide by the mandatory
requirements of technical specifications of China on
inspection and quarantine, and environmental protection,
as well as relevant environmental protection control

standards

19.4 establishing and operating quality management
system; and

19.5 having comparatively stable supply sources and
domestic utilizing units.

Article 20 A domestic consignee shall submit the
following documents upon applying for registration:

20.1 Application Form for Registration;
20.2 Business License and its copy;
20.3 Certificate of Organization Code and its copy;

20.4 approval documents for import and export
qualification such as Certificate of Archival Filing and
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Registration of Foreign Trade Business Operator and
their copies;

20.5 quality management system documents; and

20.6 as an entrusted import agent, the domestic
consignee shall submit import commission documents,
Certificate of Organization Code of domestic utilizing
units (copy) and Form of Archival Filing of Utilizing
Units of Imported Solid Wastes Used as Raw Materials.

Article 21 Inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ shall handle respectively the registration
application from domestic consignees in the following
circumstances:

21.1 Where application documents are not complete or
not in conformity with the statutory format, the
applicant shall receive, on the spot or within 5 days, a
one-for-all notification on what to be supplemented or
corrected. If no notification is given within the time
limit, the application shall be deemed to be accepted as
of the date of the reception of the application documents;
or

21.2 The application shall be accepted, where
application documents are complete and in conformity
with the statutory format, or the applicant has submitted
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the supplemented and corrected application documents
according to the requirement of inspection and
quarantine bureaus directly under AQSIQ.

Article 22 Inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ shall establish a review panel to conduct
review in written form and on-site assessment within 10
days from the date of receiving the registration
application from the domestic consignee. The time for
review shall be excluded in the calculation, but shall be
notified to the applicant in written form.

For the applicant having passed the review in written
form, the review panel shall conduct on-site assessment
according to the Record of on-site Assessment for
Registration to Domestic Consignees Importing Solid
Wastes Used as Materials. The review panel shall draw
up an on-site review plan and notify the applicant 15
days before the date of assessment.

The review panel shall make a conclusion after
completion, and submit a review report to inspection
and quarantine bureaus directly under AQSIQ.

Article 23 Inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ shall make a decision on whether to
approve the registration application within 10 days after
receiving the review report.
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Inspection and quarantine bureaus directly under
AQSIQ shall approve the registration of the qualified
applicant and issue the registration certificate.
Regarding the unqualified applicant who fails to pass
the review in written form, on-site assessment, or has
been newly found to violate the laws and regulations of
the State, the inspection and quarantine bureau under
AQSIQ shall reject the application, inform the reasons
in written form, and notify the applicant his/her rights to
apply for administrative reconsideration or bring an
administrative lawsuit.

Period of validity for the Registration Certificate of
Domestic Consignees of Import Waste Materials is 3
years.

Article 24 Where any registered item changes, a
domestic consignee shall apply for alteration to
inspection and quarantine bureaus directly under
AQSIQ within 30 days from the date of change, and
submit relevant documents:

24.1 documents set out in Article 20.1 and 20.2 of these
Measures in case the address or legal representative
changes;

24.2 documents set out in Article 20.1, 20.6 of these
Measures in case the domestic utilizing unit changes.
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Article 25 Inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ shall make a decision whether to approve
registration alteration application within 20 days after
receiving it from the domestic consignee.

Article 26 A domestic consignee shall reapply for
registration to AQSIQ in case its name changes.

Article 27 A domestic consignee, in case a renewal of
registration is desired, shall apply to inspection and
quarantine bureau directly under AQSIQ at least 60
days before the registration certificate expires, and
submit documents set out in Article 20.1, 20.2, 20.3 and
20.4 of these Measures, and a report on enterprise
operation performance within the validity of certificate.
The report shall include:

27.1 changes of enterprise’ name and/or address of
office and production field, etc.;

27.2 enterprise’ operation status and change of products;
and

27.3 information about the imported waste materials
within the validity of certificate, and the processing and
utilizing of waste materials if the consignee processes
and utilizes them by itself.
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Article 28 Inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ shall make a decision whether to approve
the renewal of registration within 60 days after
receiving the renewal application.

Chapter 1V Pre-shipment Inspection

Article 29 Foreign suppliers shall apply to the
inspection and quarantine authorities or the
pre-shipment inspection bodies designated by AQSIQ
(hereinafter referred to as pre-shipment inspection
bodies) for pre-shipment inspection before loading.

Article 30 Pre-shipment inspection bodies shall be
equipped with testing facilities and employ specialized
technical personnel applicable to pre-shipment
inspection.

Article 31 Pre-shipment inspection bodies shall conduct
pre-shipment inspection according to the environmental
protection control standards of China and pre-shipment
inspection procedures, within the inspection operation
scope and area specified by AQSIQ.

Article 32 Pre-shipment inspection bodies shall issue
electronic inspection certificate for qualified waste
materials after inspection, otherwise issue Notice of
Disqualification of Pre-shipment Inspection.
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Article 33 Where inspection and quarantine authorities
discover the goods mismatched with the certificate, or
unqualified on certain items relating to environmental
protection, when checking the imported waste materials
at port of entry, pre-shipment inspection bodies shall
report pre-shipment inspection details to AQSIQ, and
submit image information and written documents
concerning inspection.

Article 34 AQSIQ shall exercise supervision and
administration over pre-shipment inspection bodies in
accordance with relevant provisions.

Chapter V  Inspection and Quarantine upon
Arrival

Article 35 When import waste materials arrive at the
port of entry, domestic consignees or their agents shall
apply to inspection and quarantine authorities for
inspection at the port of entry, and accept inspection and
quarantine.

When applying for inspection, a domestic consignee
shall submit necessary papers or electronic documents
such as Registration Certificate of Foreign Supplier of
Import Waste Materials (copy), Registration Certificate
of Domestic Consignee of Import Waste Materials
(copy), Pre-shipment Inspection Certificate, Waste
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Materials Import Licence (inspection and quarantine
page), as well as contract, invoice, packing list, bill of
lading/way bill etc.

Avrticle 36 Inspection and quarantine authorities shall, at
the port of entry, conduct inspection and/or quarantine
on import waste materials related to such items as health
quarantine, animals and  plants  quarantine,
environmental protection, etc. in accordance with the
environmental protection control standards of China and
inspection and quarantine procedures.

Regarding imported waste paper, AQSIQ may designate
other sites for inspection in order to facilitate foreign
trade and inspection.

Article 37 A checking site where inspection and
quarantine authorities conduct inspection and quarantine
for import waste materials shall satisfy the following
conditions:

37.1 having sufficient space for special checking sites or
warehouses, and equipped with mechanical equipments
necessary for open-container, unstuffing and ground
inspection;
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37.2 having electronic system for supervision and video
monitoring facilities, and operating conditions suitable
for on-site inspection and quarantine;

37.3 having portable radioactivity detectors, and
channel type radioactivity detectors at supervision sites
for imported scrap metals, waste hardwares and smelt
slags;

37.4 having facilities necessary for coping with
emergencies (on-site protection, sterilizing and cleaning,
sewage disposal, rescue and relief facilities and
materials as well as personal protection items) and
communication, transportation equipments; and

37.5 having other general on-site facilities required by
inspection and quarantine.

Article 38 Inspection and quarantine authorities shall
issue Customs Release Notice of Entry Goods for
qualified import waste materials after inspection and
quarantine, and indicate in the remark column “No
substance that is not in conformity with the
requirements of environmental protection has been
found after the preliminary inspection on the goods
mentioned above”; or issue an Inspection and
Quarantine Notice of Treatment, and Inspection and

49



Quarantine Certificate for unqualified import waste
materials.

Chapter VI Supervision and Administration

Avrticle 39 Foreign suppliers and domestic consignees
shall ensure compliance with the requirements of
registration, and carry out supplying and importing
activities within the scope specified in the registration.

Where a domestic consignee does not utilize import
waste materials by itself, it shall deliver these materials
to the utilizing units meeting the requirements of
environmental protection authorities.

Article 40 AQSIQ or inspection and quarantine bureaus
directly under AQSIQ may exercise supervision and
administration on foreign suppliers and domestic
consignees by means of on-site inspection, certificate
verification and follow-up investigation into the
environmental protection quality status of goods etc..

Article 41 AQSIQ shall dynamically evaluate the credit
status of foreign suppliers and implement classification
management according to the quality conditions of the
goods from foreign suppliers.
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Article 42 AQSIQ shall apply a 3-level early-warning
management (level A, B and C) with respect to import
waste materials:

42.1 Where the registration of foreign suppliers and
domestic consignees have to be revoked, or import
waste  materials originate from a  specified
country/region, or import waste materials fall within a
specified category, AQSIQ shall announce level A early
warning , and inspection and quarantine authorities shall
no longer accept relevant inspection application.

42.2 Where stricter inspection measures have been
taken on the waste materials supplied by foreign
suppliers, imported by domestic consignees, or
originating from a specified country/region, or falling
within a specified category, AQSIQ shall announce
level B early warning, and inspection and quarantine
authorities shall conduct 100% inspection on relevant
waste materials; where stricter inspection measures have
been taken on waste materials imported by domestic
consignees, inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ may also announce level B early warning,
and inspection and quarantine authorities under their
jurisdictions shall conduct 100% inspection on relevant
waste materials.
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42.3 Regarding waste materials unqualified on certain
items relating to environmental protection or waste
materials on which other risk control measures should
be taken, AQSIQ or inspection and quarantine
authorities shall announce level C early warning.
Inspection and quarantine authorities at port of entry
shall pay close attention to the goods under early
warning and the move of its carrier, and conduct 100%
inspection on relevant waste materials triggering level C
early warning within the validity period of early
warning.

Article 43 Inspection and quarantine authorities shall
conduct a 90-day 100% inspection on the exported
waste materials from foreign suppliers, in case one of
the following circumstances triggers level B early
warning:

43.1 The goods mismatching with the certificate and/or
unqualified on certain items relating to environmental
protection with batches accumulated up to 3 or more
within one year;

43.2 The goods is proved to be unqualified after
quarantine, and has relatively high epidemic risks;
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43.3 Registration is re-approved after revoking in
accordance with the provisions specified in Article 47 of
these Measures;

43.4 Quality control system is found to be defective
through on-site audit.

Article 44 Inspection and quarantine authorities shall
conduct a 90-day 100% inspection on the imported
waste materials, in case one of the following
circumstances of the domestic consignee triggers level
B early warning:

44.1 The goods seriously mismatch with certificate of
imported waste materials, or with false declaration,
which is definitely attributed to the domestic consignee
upon examination;

44.2 The domestic consignee doesn’t apply for
alteration to inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ within the time limit when any registered
item changes;

44.3 Upon inspection, the imported waste materials are
found to be unqualified on certain items relating to
environmental protection for the first time in one year,
which is definitely attributed to the domestic consignee
upon examination;
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44.4 Quality control system is found to be defective
through on-site audit; or

445 Registration is re-approved after revoking in
accordance with the provisions specified in Article 48 of
these Measures.

Article 45 Inspection and quarantine authorities shall
conduct a 180-day 100% inspection on the imported
waste materials, in case one of the following
circumstances of the domestic consignee triggers level
B early warning::

45.1 The goods mismatching with the certificate and/or
unqualified on certain items relating to environmental
protection with batches accumulated up to 2 or more
within one year, which is definitely attributed to the
domestic consignee upon examination; or

45.2 One of the circumstances specified in Article 44
occurs again within the 90-day stricter inspection
period.

Chapter VIl Legal Responsibility
Article 46 Where a foreign supplier or domestic

consignee of import waste materials fails to procure the
registration or the materials fail to undergo
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pre-shipment inspection, it shall be ordered to make due
return of goods in accordance with the relevant
provisions of the State; if the circumstances are serious,
inspection and quarantine authorities shall concurrently
impose a fine of not less than 100,000 yuan but not
more than 1,000,000 yuan in accordance with the
Article 53 of the Regulations on Implementation of the
Law of the People's Republic of China on Import and
Export Commodity Inspection.

Article 47 AQSIQ shall revoke the registration of
foreign suppliers according to the provisions specified
in Article 53 of Regulations on Implementation of the
Law of the People's Republic of China on Import and
Export Commodity Inspection in case of one of the
following circumstances:

47.1 Provide forged entry certificates;

47.2 Transfer the registration certificate or registration
number to other enterprises;

47.3 Practice fraud such as making falsification etc.
when exporting waste materials;

47.4 Have exported waste materials seriously
unqualified on certain items relating to environmental
protection, or have serious epidemic risks;

55



47.5 One of the circumstances specified in Article 43
occurs again within the level B early-warning period;

47.6 Uncooperative to return the goods;

47.7 Re-deliver the returned unqualified waste materials
into the mainland of China; or

47.8 Refuse supervision and administration.

Article 48 Inspection and quarantine bureaus directly
under AQSIQ shall revoke the registration of domestic
consignees according to the provisions specified in
Article 53 of Regulations on Implementation of the Law
of the People's Republic of China on Import and Export
Commodity Inspection in case of one of the following
circumstances:

48.1 Forge, alter, buy or sell, or use the related forged
and altered certificates and documents;

48.2 Transfer the registration certificate or registration
number to other enterprise;

48.3 Fail to deliver imported waste materials to

corresponding processing and utilizing units in
accordance with requirements;
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48.4 one of the circumstances specified in Article 45
occurs again within the level B early-warning period;

48.5 Fail to return the goods in accordance with the
requirements of inspection and quarantine authorities; or

48.6 Refuse supervision and administration.

Article 49 Where domestic consignees of imported
waste materials resort to deception, inspection and
quarantine authorities shall impose a fine of 3 times of
the value of the commodities according to the
provisions specified in Article 8 of Special Rules of the
State Council on Strengthening the Supervision and
Administration of the Safety of Food and Other
Products; if a crime is constituted, the criminal liability
shall be investigated for in accordance with law. If the
inspection declarant or agent makes falsification, his
qualification for inspection declaration shall be revoked,
and a fine equal to the value of the commodities shall be
imposed.

Article 50 Where a staff member engaged in inspection
and quarantine of import waste materials neglects his
duty, commits illegalities for personal interests or by
fraudulent means, or abuses his power, he shall be given
an administrative sanction in accordance with law; if a
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crime is constituted, the criminal liability shall be
investigated for in accordance with law.

Chapter V111 Supplementary Provisions

Article 51 Administration on import waste materials
entering into such areas under special customs control
as bonded area and export processing zone shall be
applied with reference to these Measures.

Where waste materials produced during the
manufacturing process in the area mentioned above,
such as wastes, defective and off-grade products,
leftover pieces and disaster-affected goods, need to be
transported out of the said area and enter into the
mainland of China, they shall be exempted from
inspection and quarantine, and Customs Release Notice
of Entry Goods shall be issued in accordance with
relevant provisions.

Article 52 Inspection and quarantine authorities shall
implement inspection and quarantine on waste materials
from imported scrap vessels, and the repair and/or
maintenance of foreign vessels, aircrafts and
equipments in China according to relevant provisions,
and domestic consignees or their agents are exempted
from providing Registration Certificate of Foreign
Supplier and Pre-shipment Inspection Certificate.
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Article 53 Electronic certificate and paper certificate
referred to these Measures shall be deemed equally
authentic.

Article 54 The “day” in these Measures refers to
working day, except for that in Article 13, 16, 17, 24, 27,
28, 43, 44 and 45.

Article 55 Waste materials suppliers from Hong Kong,
Macao and Taiwan shall apply for registration in
accordance with these Measures.

Article 56 The Chinese version shall prevail for all the
documents submitted by foreign suppliers and domestic
consignees of import waste materials to AQSIQ or
inspection and quarantine bureaus directly under

AQSIQ.

Article 57 A staff member engaged in on-site inspection
and quarantine of import waste materials shall have
obtained service qualification required by AQSIQ.

A staff member engaged in the registration review shall
have the corresponding qualification required by
AQSIQ. AQSIQ may employ relevant specialized
personnel to provide assistance for the on-site review
based on the actual demand for business and on-site
review.
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Article 58 These Measures shall be interpreted by
AQSIQ.

Article 59 These Measures shall enter into force as of
November 1, 2009. In case of any discrepancy between
the previous provisions and these Measures, these
Measures shall prevail.
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